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Soviet geologists have now discovered almost limitless
reserves of oil, and more crucial still is the discovery of its
wide extension. A belt of oil-bearing strata runs north
from Baku, following roughly the track of the Ural Moun-
tains, which cut the continent in two from north to south.

In the far north, on the River Ukhta in the Pechora
Basin of the Arctic Ocean, rise among the pine-woods of a
roadless, uninhabited land the familiar derricks surrounded
by workers' settlements, \\ath electric power-plant and
wireless station. Southwards along the Urals is a link of
stations: Ghousser, Sterlitamak in Bashkiria, Emba on the
north coast of the Caspian, and then the southernmost wells
in Turkmenia. Baku has lost her supremacy.

Sterhtamak, one link in this north-south chain, and lying
in the Urals nearly on the same level as Moscow, and some
600 miles eastwards, has exceptional interest, for it supplies
the needs of the growing Ural industries built up upon the
rich Ural mineral supplies and far removed from the attack
of German planes. Both banks of the White River, which
runs from the Urals to the Volga, are dotted with oil-
derricks.

This discovery of oil right in the centre of the Soviet
Union, at Sterlitamak, Krasnakamsk, down the White
River, down the River Kama, and by the delta where it
flows into the Volga, is of immense importance. It not
only supplies the needs of the Urals, but it is conveniently
placed for road or river transit wherever need may indicate,
and builds up, with oil, coal, and other mineral resources,
a powerful and invulnerable industry in the very heart of
the Union. The Urals are speedily becoming the world's
strongest citadel.

At the International Geological Congress held in Moscow
in July 1937, Professor Gubkin estimated the oil resources
of the U.S.S.R. at 6,376-3 million tons. Six months later
this estimate was found to err on the side of excessive
caution. No limit can be set until the whole vast area has
been explored. The output of oil, which had dropped from
9-2 million tons in 1913 to 3,893,000 ions in 1920, mounted
up to 30-6 million tons in 1937, and the rate of increase
grows,
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